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PRESIDENTS REPORT -WOMEN’S PLAYING MEMBERS ANNUAL MEETING 
THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 2019 

 
Good Afternoon and Welcome Ladies, also a warm welcome to Kevin Kenny , our 
Secretary Manager , and Board Members ………………..who have joined us 
today. 
 
I am very proud of the work done by our Committee this year to provide 
opportunities for golf and camaraderie for the Women members of Bowral Golf 
Club. The Committee which started as a group of nine in October last year, was 
reduced to six by the start of the playing year, due unfortunately to 
circumstances beyond the control of those who had to relinquish their roles.  
As a committee, we felt six was an adequate number to operate with, but extra 
committee members allow for unforeseen illness, holidays and family issues 
which, as experience has taught us, often arise during the year. Thank you to 
those who chipped in to help us for special event days when approached this 
year. Overall, this system worked very well.  
 
Our Membership has remained fairly stagnant this year. Overall, female members 
are just over 30% of all club membership. Women Playing members are currently 
120, made up of 39 Full Playing (42 last year), 35 6-day (45), 7 City (7), 26 Country 
(24), Others 13(13). We acknowledge the efforts of Blandina Meere in her support 
of golf clinics through U3A, introducing potential new members to the club. The 
onus to grow our membership lies with all of us though, if we want our Club to 
continue to be strong and relevant in future years.  
 
We had a number of members on the sick/injured list throughout the year, but I 
am pleased to say that most have overcome their setbacks and are rejoining the 
golfing fields. Others have lost partners, parents and other significant loved 
ones, and our best wishes have been sent on as appropriate, on behalf of all the 
Women members.  Of course, none of us will forget the sudden loss of our dear 
friend Uschi on 25th September. She will remain in our hearts and memories for a 
long time, as will the efforts of all the people in the club and from Goulburn who 
assisted on that day. RIP Uschi.  
 
On a brighter note, we have followed the success this year of our talented junior 
golfer, Michelle Di Natale. We were pleased and proud to nominate Michelle as a 
Berrima District Junior Sportsperson of the Month for July, and even more 
pleased when we heard that she was awarded the title. We now look forward to 
the Annual awards of the BSSA in February 2020 for which she is a contender.  
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In October, our club past president Pam Barker retired from her role as President 
of the CSGA, which is our regional governing body affiliated with Golf NSW. I 
would like to acknowledge the tremendous work done by Pam in her 4 years 
there, one as Vice President and three as President. I will continue to advance 
the needs of BGC with the CSGA by being a Committee member in 2020. 
 
We are very grateful to have fabulous support for all we do from the Club Board, 
the Secretary Manager Kevin, and Events Manager Tim Davis. They are always 
approachable, amenable and make helpful suggestions whenever we are 
organizing events in the Clubhouse. Thank you again for your incredible 
support, and for the wonderful service from Regina and her staff in the kitchen 
and the team behind the Bar.  
 
Thank you to our hard working committee of 2019 – Jane Clifford as Women’s 
Captain has done an amazing job, always on the ball and ready with an answer. 
Anne Geddes has been her able assistant and been a great support to Jane, as 
well as a source of new ideas and enthusiastic encouragement.  
 
Thanks also to Vice President and Club Board member, Helen Chadwick for 
always being around to cover my occasional absences. Helen does a sterling job 
with the flowers for the Club, not only on a weekly basis but for special 
occasions as well and is a staunch supporter of the Club in many ways. 
 
Unfortunately we are saying farewell to Shirley after this year. Shirley has been a 
hard-working committee member, who has also taken responsibility for our 
membership of and liaison with, the Veteran’s Women’s Golf Association. Thank 
you, Shirley, you will be missed. I am pleased to announce that Ellen Goodwin 
will take on this role in 2020.  
Thanks to Ruth Bailey who has been a valuable committee member and keen to 
learn and contribute again for 2020.  
 
As you are aware, we decided to alter the date of the Annual meeting this year, 
from early October to late November. The main reasons were to take it from a 
very busy golfing period coinciding with Club Championships in October, and 
because we were no longer restrained by our golf governing bodies’ financial 
year of October to September.   The new committee takes over in January 
anyway, which gives a month without major events to handover and learn the 
ropes if necessary.  
 
We look forward to having new ladies on the Committee for 2020, thanks to 
nominations from Jan Deane and Chris Levy, and would really like someone to 
consider the position of Secretary. We have puddled through this year by all 
doing our own reports, minutes, letters and emails etc, but some assistance 
particularly at Annual meeting time would be very helpful.  
 
Best wishes to everyone for the upcoming festive season, and continue to enjoy 
your golf in 2020. Thank you to all of you for your support throughout 2019. 
 
 
Barbara Clayton 
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28th November 2019. 


